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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4081 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT RH 

SUB J : SMITH OPENS ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
REF: PRETORIA 3997 

1 . ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS FROM SALISBURY, IAN SMITH, 

ON AUGUST 11, OFFICIALLY OPENED HIS GENERAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN WITH A PROMISE TO ARRANGE A MAJORITY RULE 
SETTLEMENT BY THE END OF THE YEAR. SMITH REPORTEDLY 
WARNED "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO GO ON AND ON AS WE 
ARE NOW," AND THAT "MAJORITY RULE WAS NOT A TERRIBLE 
THING AND PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF IT." THE 
RAND DAILY MAIL REPORTED THAT SMITH TOLD HIS AUDIENCES 
THAT HE WOULD FORM A BROAD-BASED GOVERNMENT WITH 
LEADING BLACKS SOON AFTER THE AUGUST 31 ELECTION 
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AND WOULD THEN DRAW UP A SETTLEMENT CONSTITUTION TO 
GO TO A REFERENDUM BY CHRISTMAS. 

2. COMMENT: SMITH HAS PLEDGED THAT HIS GOAL IS A BROAD- 
BASED GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, HE HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY 
INDICATED THAT HE WOULD FORM SUCH A GOVERNMENT 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ELECTIONS AND PRIOR TO DRAWING 
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UP THE NEW CONSTITUTION. UNTIL WE HAVE SEEN THE FULL 
TEXT OF SMITH'S REMARKS, WE CANNOT ASSUME THAT THE 
RAND DAILY MAIL ACCURATELY REFLECTED THE STATEMENT ON 
THIS SUBJECT. THE IDEA OF A REFERENDUM ON A NEW 
CONSTITUTION BY THE END OF THE YEAR IS CONSISTENT WITH 
THE TIMETABLE THAT SMITH HAS RECENTLY DISCUSSED. 

NELSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, GOVERNMENT REFORM, ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, POLITICAL CONCESSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRETOR04081 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770292-0653 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770864/aaaaccci.tel 

Line Count: 69 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2e31f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PRETORIA 3997 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1609668 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SMITH OPENS ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
TAGS: PINT, SOPN, RH, (SMITH, IAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2e31f25a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



